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11536 Lake City Way NE 
Seattle, WA 98125 
206-364-1660 
www.criticalcarevets.com/newbloodbank 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Is an indoor-only cat 
Is between the ages of 1 and 5 
Weighs at least 10 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is not on any long-term medication 
Has never received a blood or 
plasma transfusion 
Is not used for breeding 

Feline Donor Requirements 
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BE A BLOOD DONOR!! 

Donor Count Spring 2010: 
 

Dogs: 54 

Cats:  37 

Total: 91 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Needs to be well-behaved and have a 
good temperament 
Is between the ages of 1 and 6 
Weighs at least 50 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is able to sit still for at least 10 minutes 

Has 
never  
received a 
blood or 
plasma  
transfusion 

Is not 
used for 
breeding 

Canine Donor Requirements 

Each year the ACCES Blood 
Bank turns away dogs due to 
our rigorous screening process.  
Many of these volunteers have 
since become advocates, and 
as they talk about the process 
to other community members, 
our advocates end up explain-
ing advanced medical concepts. 
   This quarter we would like to 
examine a test we run on all of 
our potential donor dogs called 
von Willebrandôs factor.  This 
test inevitably prevents us 
from accepting otherwise 
healthy dogs into the pro-
gram.  In addition, some our 
donors are ñred cell donors 
onlyò due to these test re-
sults. 
  So what is it all about, and 
why does the Blood Bank 
care so much? 
  As part of the thorough 
testing performed for each 
canine donor, the ACCES 
Blood Bank checks the ñvon 
Willebrandôs Factorò amount 
in each dog.  Von Wille-
brandôs Factor (vWF) is a 
large molecule made by the 
cells of the blood vessels. It 
is released in response to ves-
sel wall damage or other signs 
that clotting is needed. vWF is 
essential for platelet adhesion at 
a site of internal bleeding.  With-
out vWF, platelets cannot clump 
together normally to form the 
initial blood clot. 
   Von Willebrandôs disease is 
an inherited disorder where 
vWF is either deficient or 
formed abnormally.  Excessive 
bleeding can occur in animals 

with this disorder with any 
trauma or surgical procedure. 
Presence of the disease can be 
identified using a genetic test in 
some breeds.  However, the 
presence of the genetic defect 
does not correlate with the ac-
tual amount of vWF produced.  
The disorder can have different 
levels of severity and only some 
dogs are more likely to bleed. 
  The ACCES Blood Bank tests 
vWF in its potential donors for a 

couple reasons.  If a dog has a 
low vWF, this may be indicative 
of vWF disease, and this animal 
may not be able to clot nor-
mally.  Dogs with vWF between 
35% and 50% are considered 
abnormal but not as likely to 
have bleeding problems as 
dogs with less than 35% vWF 
activity.  This means that the 
process of blood donation may 
potentially harm the donor and 
we cannot accept them into the 

program. 
   We also test for vWF to find 
out if the donor has a borderline 
normal value or above.  Dogs 
with 50% ï 69% vWF may be 
genetic carriers for the disease 
but are unlikely to have abnor-
mal bleeding.  Dogs within this 
range are red cell donors 
only.  This means that we take a 
normal donation, but after proc-
essing the blood we do not save 
their plasma for transfu-

sion.  Many dogs 
that receive plasma 
transfusions do so 
because they have 
p ro b l e ms  c l o t -
ting.  We want to 
ensure that these 
animals get plasma 
from a dog that has 
good clotting factors. 
   Dogs that have a 
vWF of 70% or 
above are consid-
ered to have a nor-
mal value.  The AC-
CES Blood Bank can 
utilize their plasma 
for transfusion and 
also make a special 

product called Cryoprecipitate 
from these donorsô plasma that 
is essentially concentrated clot-
ting factors for dogs that have 
platelet or clotting disorders. 
   The ACCES Blood Bank 
wants everyone to understand 
the donor process completely.  
If there is ever a  
question, please let us know. 
- Beth Davidow, DVM 
DACVECC  
-Allison Dietz, LVT  
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Our Core Values: 

QUALITY-OUR BLOOD 

WILL BE SCREENED, 

COLLECTED AND PROC-

ESSED USING THE MOST 

RIGOROUS STANDARDS 

TO ENSURE THE SAFETY 

OF BOTH OUR DONORS 

AND THE ANIMALS 

WHO RECEIVE TRANS-

FUSIONS 

VOLUNTEERISM-OUR 

PROGRAM WILL AL-

WAYS BE COMPRISED 

OF COMMUNITY DO-

NORS AND THEIR COM-

MITTED OWNERS.  

THEIR WELFARE AND A 

FUN DONOR EXPERI-

ENCE IS A TOP PRIORITY 

COMMUNITY-WE WILL 

SUPPORT AND COL-

LABORATE WITH OR-

GANIZATIONS THAT 

WORK TO IMPROVE 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

FOR DOGS AND CATS 

IN PUGET SOUND. 

KNOWLEDGE-WE WILL 

EDUCATE THE LOCAL 

PET AND VETERINARY 

COMMUNITY ABOUT 

BLOOD BANKING AND 

TRANSFUSION MEDI-

CINE.  WE WILL SEEK 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

TO LEARN AND BE ON 

THE FOREFRONT OF 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN 

OUR FIELD. 

RELIABILITY-WE WILL 

PROVIDE CONSISTENT 

SERVICE TO DONORS 

AND CLIENTS, AND 

HIGH QUALITY BLOOD 

PRODUCTS THAT ARE 

AVAILABLE WHEN 

NEEDED. 
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Saving Lives One Pint at a Time! 

ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

We are excited to announce the opening of our new satellite clinic in Renton.  This means that we can 

now do blood donations there.  If you are interested in donating at the new location, please let us know! 

    ACCES has opened a new hospital! 

Allison and Dr. Endicott make the first unit of 
ACCES Blood Bank cryoprecipitate in 2006 



Goodbye, Hello 
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ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

ά ,ÉÖÅÓ 3ÁÖÅÄȡ #ÈÉÃÏ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÎÎÙȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ 

One Satur-
day late in 
March two 
small dogs 
sat near 
each other 
in the ICU.  
Both had 
s e r i o u s 
health is-
sues, and 
u r g e n t l y 
needed a 

blood transfusion. 
Penny is an 8 year old York-
shire terrier who had been 
transferred to ACCES for post-
operative care the previous 
Thursday.  She had a spay 
surgery and dental at her regu-
lar veterinarian, and the major-
ity of her teeth had been re-
moved.  Penny continued to 
bleed from her gums where 
the teeth had been extracted, 
and was now anemic from the 
blood loss. 
Chico is a 3 year old Chihuahua mix. 
That same Thursday, his family no-
ticed that he was really tired, and did 
not want to eat.  On Friday Chico 
went to see his veterinarian who 

found that he had pale gums.  Chico 
was transferred to ACCES for fur-
ther diagnostics and treatment of his 
emerging anemia. 
By Saturday afternoon both dogs 
had become so anemic that they 
needed a transfusion to get better.  
The doctor on duty had them both 
blood-typed and cross-matched to 
units of blood from the ACCES 
Blood Bank.  Chico and Penny were 
the same blood type, and cross-
matched to the same donor.  Be-
cause each donation of dog blood 

results in two units 
of packed red 
blood cells, both 
dogs received 
blood from donor 
Chilly that after-
noon, and then 
made remarkable 
recoveries. 
Penny perked up 
immediately, and 
her gums stopped 
bleeding overnight.   

 
She was able to go home the next 
day.  When asked about Pennyôs 
experience at ACCES and her trans-
fusion, her owner Jo said, ñThank 

you so much.  It is much appreciated 
for a member of our family.ò 
Chico had a slower recovery.  Fur-
ther tests showed that he was ane-
mic from an auto-immune disorder 
called Immune-Mediated Hemolytic 
Anemia (IMHA).  Chico was put on 
steroids and immune suppressants 
and was able to go home the follow-
ing Wednesday.  He is still seen by 
the internal medicine department for 
follow-ups, but is already being 
weaned off his 
m e d i c a t i o n s .  
His mom Mar-
sha wanted to 
thank the volun-
teer dog donors 
as well.  ñI think 
thatôs great.  I 
think everyone 
should know 
that animals do-
nate like hu-
mans do.ò 
 

Without the volunteers of ACCES 

Blood Bank these stories and many 

more like them would not be possi-

ble.  Thank you! 

Did you Know? 

Chico 

Penny 

We welcome the newest members of our Blood Bank family, and bid farewell to those leaving us: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dogs have 7 differ-

ent blood types, 

while cats only 

have 3. 

 

Leo Hansen 

Kitynn Becka 

Chew Toy Little  

Moby Shryock 

Ice Hagan 

Slick Jones 

Taz Dubois 

Scoop! Weronko 

Casper McDermitt-Gardner 

Watson Peirce 

Jesus Hansen 

Misty Garland 

Dante Paz 

Coco Morss 

Hello: Chaos Andrews 

Pax Bushcamp 

Lola Hoskinson 

Zinny Homiak 

Blaze Colvin 

Nutmeg Ness 

Goodbye: 

CoCo is a Labra-Doodle who joined the ACCES Blood Do-
nor program in January with her mom, Susan.  Susanôs 
daughter Andrea is a veterinary technician at ACCES, and 
also has a blood donor, Bowser.  Andrea convinced her 
mom to bring CoCo in to be screened as a potential donor. 
So Susan came all the way over from Bainbridge Island ï 
and found that CoCo has the universal blood type!  Mom 
and dog then traveled to Lake City Way again for their first 
blood donation, and braved their way through it together. 
Then Susan went the extra mile for the ACCES Blood Bank.  
She began talking to her friends and neighbors about 
CoCoôs new job and convinced her friend Dick to bring his 
dog in too. Turns out his yellow Labrador Retriever Moby is 
also the universal blood type! 

 Thank you Susan ï 

not just for bringing 

CoCo in, but also for 

spreading the word 

about the ACCES 

Blood Bank.  Most of 

our new donors hear 

about the blood bank 

because of peo-

ple like you. 

Superhero of the Quarter: Coco Morss  
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Spring 2010 

Sign up to be a Blood Bank advocate:  

  What you can do: put a BB bandanna on your pet when you go out; pass out brochures; post fliers at your local hotspots and pet places; tell friends,   
    family and acquaintances to sign up; host a talk at your daycare group, breed group, or other pet activity group; attend pet events with us; come in for  
    media interviews; and more! 

  Just call or email us to join the program. 

  Advocates receive a green BB bandanna, and are part of our database to receive newsletters, updates, and information on how you can help! 

A Note from a donor mom  

When we brought Big Stan home al-
most three years ago from a local non-
profit, we had no idea what a wild ride 
we were in for.  He was a package deal 
with his itty-bitty crazy brother, Captain 
Fizzgig, who eats cotton and wool 
clothing indiscriminately.  I have had 
cats all my life, and I have never had 
cats quite like these two.  
   Donôt get me wrong.  Stanôs magic.  
Heôs the softest kitty ever.  Heôs the 
sweetest kitty ever.  Heôs like a dog in 
a catôs body.  Well, more like a dog in a 
dogôs body - heôs pretty big.  Stan 
wants to be so close to you that heôs 
only happy if he is in your brain case. 
   About that orange tabby fur - as a 
donor cat, Stan usually has what we 
call a ñStanChamoisò.  Itôs a super-soft 
square on his neck where the hair is 
shaved to admit the IV for donating 
blood.  Around the time his hair grows 
back (3 to 4 months), Stan is ready to 
donate again.  We got involved in the 
donor program when my husband and I 
came to ACCES for an emergency and 
picked up information on the donor pro-
gram.  We brought Stan in a few times 
and he gave blood, and that was all 
well and good.  We knew were helping 
cats, and it was all good, in a nebulous 
kind of way.  Then one day we came in 

with Stan and were told we needed to 
get started in a hurry, because there 
was a courier there.    They were wait-
ing to take Stanôs blood to another cat 
that needed it immediately. 
   All of a sudden, Stanôs contributions 

took on a whole new meaning.  His 
blood was saving lives.  Saving lives.  
The immediacy of that day changed 
the importance of volunteering for us.  
We knew the vet who received Stanôs 
blood that day, and were able to find 
out about the kitty he saved.  The kitten 
had pancreatitis, and would have died 
in 24 hours without Stanôs blood. 
   Since then, Stanôs donations have 
saved many cats; not just in emer-
gency situations, he has also helped 

cats with cancer, giving them extra 
months and quality of life that would 
not have been possible otherwise. Of 
course, he only knows that he gets a 
lot of praise, laser-light play, lots of 
freeze-dried chicken, and a strange 
chamois that pops up on his neck 
every three months or so.  But we 
know that he is saving sick and dying 
cats with every donation.  But he and 
the few others like him canôt bear the 
mantle alone. 
   There are woefully too few donor 
cats and dogs in Western Washington 
to support the need. We have become 
great advocates of the donor program - 
besides telling practically everyone we 
meet about the program, we talk to our 
friends on Facebook and encourage 
them to participate. 
  BigStan is a cowardly lion - huge in 
body, and afraid of every squeak of the 
house, every whisper of the wind, a 
scaredy-cat of stunning dimension.  
But Allison and Christina are so gentle 
with him that he is able to give blood 
unscathed.  It is this kind of care that 
gives us the assurance and trust to 
recommend ACCES so freely. 
 

-Zophie Leslea 

Dogs have 7 differ-

ent blood types, 

while cats only 

have 3. 

Big Stan 

Coco 


