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11536 Lake City Way NE 
Seattle, WA 98125 
206-364-1660 
www.criticalcarevets.com/newbloodbank 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Is an indoor-only cat 
Is between the ages of 1 and 5 
Weighs at least 10 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is not on any long-term medication 
Has never received a blood or 
plasma transfusion 
Is not used for breeding 

Feline Donor Requirements 
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BE A BLOOD DONOR!! 

Donor Count Summer 2010: 
 

Dogs: 53 

Cats:  39 

Total: 92 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Needs to be well-behaved and have a 
good temperament 
Is between the ages of 1 and 6 
Weighs at least 50 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is able to sit still for at least 10 minutes 

Has 
never  
received a 
blood or 
plasma  
transfusion 

Is not 
used for 
breeding 

Canine Donor Requirements 

Our Core Values: 
QUALITY-OUR BLOOD 

WILL BE SCREENED, 

COLLECTED AND PROC-

ESSED USING THE MOST 

RIGOROUS STANDARDS 

TO ENSURE THE SAFETY 

OF BOTH OUR DONORS 

AND THE ANIMALS 

WHO RECEIVE TRANS-

FUSIONS 

VOLUNTEERISM-OUR 

PROGRAM WILL AL-

WAYS BE COMPRISED 

OF COMMUNITY DO-

NORS AND THEIR COM-

MITTED OWNERS.  

THEIR WELFARE AND A 

FUN DONOR EXPERI-

ENCE IS A TOP PRIORITY 

COMMUNITY-WE WILL 

SUPPORT AND COL-

LABORATE WITH OR-

GANIZATIONS THAT 

WORK TO IMPROVE 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

FOR DOGS AND CATS 

IN PUGET SOUND. 

KNOWLEDGE-WE WILL 

EDUCATE THE LOCAL 

PET AND VETERINARY 

COMMUNITY ABOUT 

BLOOD BANKING AND 

TRANSFUSION MEDI-

CINE.  WE WILL SEEK 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

TO LEARN AND BE ON 

THE FOREFRONT OF 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN 

OUR FIELD. 

RELIABILITY-WE WILL 

PROVIDE CONSISTENT 

SERVICE TO DONORS 

AND CLIENTS, AND 

HIGH QUALITY BLOOD 

PRODUCTS THAT ARE 

AVAILABLE WHEN 

NEEDED. 

Summer 2010  ·  June-August 
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Saving Lives One Pint at a Time! 

ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

! ,ÉÆÅ 3ÁÖÅÄȡ $ÉÁÍÏÎÄȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ 
   Diamond is an 8 year old 
Maltese.  She had been ex-
periencing seizures for a 
while, and her regular veteri-
narian put her on the anti-
seizure medication phenobar-
bitol in March.  In June, Dia-
mond became weak and lost 
her appetite.  Diagnostics 
done at her veterinarian 
showed that she had low 
white blood cells, low red 
blood cells, and low platelets 
called ñpancytopenia.ò  She 

was transferred to ACCES for 
supportive care and further 
tests. 
   After an initial exam, doc-
tors at ACCES ran a number 
of tests to try to find out what 
was wrong.  Because Dia-
mond was so ill from her lack 
of all types of blood cells, she 
received a transfusion of 
packed red blood cells from 
donor Clifford .  After her 
transfusion, Diamond perked 
up and began eating immedi-

ately.  All of her diagnostics 
came back negative for un-
derlying diseases. 
   The doctors concluded that 

Diamond was experiencing a 

rare side-effect of the anti-

seizure medication she was 

on.  Diamondôs seizure medi-

cations have been switched, 

and she went home the next 

day.  She is still recovering, 

but doing much better today. 

This past March donor Chilly and his owner 
Sharon Colvin were honored at the Seattle 
Kennel Club Dog Show at the Qwest Field 
Events Center.  Chilly and Sharon earned first 
prize at the show as the highest scoring obe-
dience team in the country for 2009.  The Se-
attle Times even came out and did a story on 
the duo.  For the full story, search for ñTop 
Dogs strut their stuff at Qwest Field Event 
Centerò on the Seattle Times website, or visit 
our Facebook page. 

What does your Donor do?  
Tell us what extra-curricular activities your 
donor does besides donate blood.  Is your 
friend a therapy pet? Can your dog catch a 
Frisbee? We are proud of our donors and 
want to feature them in our newsletter.  Email 
us: blood@criticalcarevets.com 

Congratulations, Chilly!  

Donor Chilly & Sharon show off their amazing skills . 

#ÏÍÅ 3ÅÅ ÕÓ ÁÔȣȢȢ 

Pitbulls on Parade: August 21st @ Reber Ranch in Kent 10a-3p 

PAWS Walk: September 11 @ Magnuson Park in Seattle 9a-1p 

Fido Fest: September 26 @ University Village in Seattle 9a-3p 

DogOWeen: October 23 @ Genesee Off-Leash Park in Seattle  10a-2p 



Transfusion Reactions: Why we screen our donors  
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ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

Goodbye, Hello 
We welcome the newest members of our Blood Bank  
family, and bid farewell to those leaving us: 

 
 

 

Henry Saunders 

Oliver Combs 

Ed Guerra 

Goodbye: 

Did you Know? 

You can be our friend 
on Facebook!  Search 

for ACCES Blood 
Bank, and stay up -to -

date on the latest 
news. 

   Although transfusions are life saving, 
both people and animals can have life-
threatening reactions when given blood.  
Early experiments with transfusion medi-
cine in the 17

th
 century were marred by 

deaths because physicians did not real-
ize that animal blood was different than 
human blood.  Transfusions were still 
extremely risky into the 20

th
 century when 

it was finally discovered that people have 
proteins on their red blood cells that can 
induce reactions in others (blood types).  
Giving type specific blood dramatically 
decreased the incidence of red blood cell 
reactions. 
   In the past few decades research into 
the blood types of dogs and cats has 
made transfusion medicine in animals a 
safe and effective form of treatment.  The 
ACCES Blood Bank has one of the most 
stringent blood typing requirements for 
our donors to ensure that our blood is 
unlikely to cause a transfusion reaction 
when given correctly.  However, even 
when the blood type of donor and recipi-
ent are taken into consideration, other 
factors can lead to a potentially life-
threatening transfusion reaction. 
 
Immunologic Reactions  
The most serious blood transfusion reac-
tions are called ñhemolytic reactionsò.  In 
these cases, the animal receiving a 
transfusion has antibodies in their blood 
which attack proteins on the surface of 
the red blood cells being given because 
the proteins are seen as foreign invaders.  
This reaction can occur within five min-
utes of starting a transfusion and may 
cause fever, high heart rate, vomiting, 
breathing difficulty, low blood pressure or 
even death. 
  Cats have blood types A, B and AB but 

although they are the same letters as in 
people, these are different red blood cell 
proteins.  Like people, a B cat given A 
red blood cells can have a life threaten-
ing reactions within minutes of starting 

the transfusion. 
  Dogs are different.  Their main red 
blood cell protein that can cause a reac-
tion is Dog Erythrocyte Antigen (DEA) 1.1 
and dogs are either positive (they have 
the protein on their red blood cells) or 
negative (donôt have the protein).  Dogs 
who are DEA 1.1 negative can give blood 
to either negative or positive dogs.  Dogs 
who are positive can only give blood to 
other positive dogs.  Dogs that are nega-
tive wonôt have a reaction the first time 
they are given positive red blood cells but 
will have a life threatening reaction if they 
are given positive cells again.  This hap-
pens because their blood doesnôt have 
antibodies against this blood type natu-
rally but will develop antibodies with ex-
posure. Blood typing before transfusion 
avoids these life threatening reactions. 
  Allergic reactions, which are a different 
type of immune reaction, can also occur.  
These are usually reactions where the 
recipientôs immune system is reacting to 
proteins in the donorôs plasma.  Signs of 
this reaction include itching, facial swell-

ing, hives, or vomiting.  Antihistamines 
are often given if this is seen and the 
transfusion may be slowed or stopped. 
 
Non-Immunologic Reactions  
The most serious non-immune reaction is 
bacterial infection secondary to admini-
stration of contaminated blood.  An ani-
mal can experience fever, vomiting, low 
blood pressure, and even go into shock.  
To prevent contamination, the donorôs 
hair is clipped, and the donation site 
aseptically scrubbed before donation.  It 
is important that blood to be stored is 
collected as sterilely as possible, and that 
blood is not left at room temperature for 
over 4-6 hours. 
  Infectious disease transmission is one 
of the biggest risks of blood transfusion.  
The transmission of tick-borne diseases 
and blood-borne parasites through trans-
fusion has been reported in animals.  
This is why all of our blood donors have 
thorough infectious disease testing prior 
to admittance to the program.  
  Other non-immunologic reactions can 
occur, including toxicity from the anti-
coagulant used in blood products.  Pa-
tients, especially the very young or small 
animals can also get too cold unless the 
blood is warmed properly. 
  Due to the risks of transfusions, their 
use should always be closely examined.  
Animals should be monitored carefully 
during a transfusion and careful records 
should be kept.  Transfusions should be 
started slowly and temperature, pulse, 
and respirations checked and recorded 
frequently during the initial period. Many 
reactions can be avoided with appropri-
ate donor screening and can be success-
fully treated if promptly recognized. 
By Beth Davidow, DVM, DACVECC 

Hello: 
VanGogh Sanchez  

Billie Jean Donovan 

Duke Hagen 

Panther (ACCES) 

Reggie (ACCES) 

Hoss Eldred 

Lucy Goosey Montgomery 

Bessie Tucker 

Taffy the dog receives a blood transfusion 

This past spring Stanôs mom Zophie took extra time to come 

down to the blood bank and learn all about the process.  She 

watched a donation in 

progress and spoke with 

Allison about all the re-

quirements of the pro-

gram and how we work.  

Zophie is planning on 

visiting various animal 

hospitals in the Seattle 

area to discuss the 

blood bank with veteri-

nary staff and leave 

them brochures. Hope-

fully this will send even 

more  potential donors 

our way.  Thanks Zophie 

& Stan! 

Superhero of the Quarter:  
Professor Stanley Fuzzbutt Berger -Leslea 
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Summer 2010 

We are pleased to announce 
our annual donor appreciation 
picnic will be at BowWow Fun 
Towne again this year.  We 
canôt wait to see all our donor 
families at the party! 

Mark your Calendar! 

Sign up to be a Blood Bank advocate:  

  What you can do: put a BB bandanna on your pet when you go out; pass out brochures; post fliers at your local hot-
spots and pet places; tell friends, family and acquaintances to sign up; host a talk at your daycare group, breed group, or 
other pet activity group; attend pet events with us; come in for media interviews; and more! 

  Just call or email us to join the program. 

  Advocates receive a green BB bandanna, and are part of our database to receive newsletters, updates, and informa-
tion on how you can help! 

Special Thanks!  

Brian Shutoff and his 

mom for doing a me-

dia inter-

view for us 

Houdini Sullivan 

for providing Fris-

bees for the toy 

bin. 

Wilson Williamson for 

finding us Hoss, the 

newest donor! 

Damien Samuels for 

passing out brochures 

to his dog-sitting 

business 

Oliver Hoskinson for 

passing out brochures 

to his friends in his 

doggie group 

Titan & Flether Malchow 

for coming in for a video 

shoot about the blood 

bank. 

Superstars! 

 

Donor Petey 

We would also like to thank the other wonderful donors who 
help us out: 

Donating Blood is REALLY fun!  

Allison draws blood from donor Eddie while his mom Leslie and Adam look on.  
Eddie has given more blood than any other donor in the program with 19 donations! 


