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11536 Lake City Way NE 
Seattle, WA 98125 
206-364-1660 
www.criticalcarevets.com/newbloodbank 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Is an indoor-only cat 
Is between the ages of 1 and 5 
Weighs at least 10 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is not on any long-term medication 
Has never received a blood or 
plasma transfusion 
Is not used for breeding 

Feline Donor Requirements 
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BE A BLOOD DONOR!! 

Donor Count Winter 2010: 
 

Dogs: 48 

Cats:  34 

Total: 82 

Must be healthy and in good physical  
condition 
Needs to be well-behaved and have a 
good temperament 
Is between the ages of 1 and 6 
Weighs at least 50 pounds 
Does not have a heart murmur 
Is current on vaccines 
Is able to sit still for at least 10 minutes 

Has 
never  
received a 
blood or 
plasma  
transfusion 

Is not 
used for 
breeding 

Canine Donor Requirements 

Policy Changes  
 

Good news!  We are now allowing dogs to con-

tinue donating blood until they are 9 years old in-

stead of 7 as long as they are healthy & willing.  

For more information about this policy change, 

just contact us! 

We are now asking feline donors to come in to 

donate every 3 months instead of every 4 due to 

an increase in the demand for feline blood and the 

lack of supply.  If you do not wish to come in 

more frequently, just let us know. 

  We have all heard the doctors on the 

TV shows ñERò or ñHouseò call for a 

blood type and cross-match in the 

midst of an emergency.  Also, many 

in our advocacy program have been 

through the first step of blood-typing, 

only to find that their dogs have an 

unsuitable blood type.  What does 

this mean?  Why do we care?  This 

testing done before a transfusion is 

what helps to prevent a serious reac-

tion when blood 

is  

given. 

   

But what is a 

ñtypeò?  
   Blood types 

are proteins, 

carbohydrates, or glycolipids on the 

surface of the red blood cell that can 

induce the bodyôs immune system to 

react (Fig. 1).  These compounds are 

usually present for a structural reason 

important for the function of the red 

blood cell. The compounds can be in 

slightly different forms in different 

individuals. 

   The way your body protects itself is 

by recognizing compounds that are 

different from what is normal for that 

individual and destroying those 

ñinvadersò.  Compounds, such as 

bacteria, proteins or large glycolipids 

that your body recognizes as foreign 

and tries to destroy, are called 

ñantigensò. The proteins that do the 

recognition, bind to these 

ant i-

gens, and lead to 

the destruction of the foreign sub-

stance are called antibodies.  These 

antibodies are made by white blood 

cells called lymphocytes (Fig. 2). 

   When an antibody binds to an anti-

gen, a new receptor is activated and 

causes your bodyôs macrophages to 

engulf the entire structure and de-

stroy it (Fig. 3). This response helps 

prevent infection but also leads to 

destruction of red blood cells that 

have antigens different than those of 

yo u r  o wn 

body. 

             Blood 

types were 

discovered in 

people by Karl 

Landsteiner in 

1901.  Dr . 

Lan d s te in e r 

noted that 

when blood 

from different 

i n d i v i d u a l s 

was mixed 

together, the 

cells formed 

clumps, a sign 

of an antibody

-antigen reac-

tion.  He then noted that it was the 

serum, or protein portion of the 

blood, which contains antibodies, 

which would react with the cells.   He 

found that some people, now 

known to be type O, could 

give red blood cells to all 

people.  Others, such as type 

A or type B, could only give 

to others of their own type.  

People who were AB could only give 

blood to other AB BUT could receive 

blood from any of the types. His 

research clarifying the ABO blood 

type system allowed for the first 

successful blood transfusion in peo-

ple in 1907. 

   Later research has shown that there 

are more than 30 human blood group 

systems.  These are antigens that are 

either rare or cause more minor reac-

tions.  Incompatibilities in these sys-

tems are found when we cross-match 

prior to a transfusion. 

 

Are blood types in animals the 

same as in people? 

  No, each species has its own set 

of red blood cell antigens.  In dogs, 

the main antigen has been termed 

DEA 1.1.  Dogs who have the protein 

are DEA 1.1 positive.  Dogs who 

donôt have it are DEA 1.1 negative.  

Negative dogs are like type O people 

ï they can give blood to either DEA 

1.1 negative or positive dogs without 

inducing a reaction. 

   Dogs are different in people in that 

DEA 1.1 negative dogs donôt have an 

antibody-antigen reaction the first 

time they receive a DEA 1.1 positive 

transfusion.  Initially, veterinarians 

thought that dogs did not have impor-

tant blood types because of this.  

However, we now know if a DEA 1.1 

negative dog gets a second DEA 1.1. 

positive blood transfusion, the anti-

body-antigen reaction will be so se-

vere that they could die. 

  Cats are still different.  Cats can be 

A, B, or AB, like people but there is 

no type O universal donor.  Cats will 

have a reaction the very first time 

they are given blood of the wrong 

Yes, dogs & cats DO have different blood types!  
Our Core Values: 

QUALITY-OUR BLOOD 

WILL BE SCREENED, 

COLLECTED AND PROC-

ESSED USING THE MOST 

RIGOROUS STANDARDS 

TO ENSURE THE SAFETY 

OF BOTH OUR DONORS 

AND THE ANIMALS 

WHO RECEIVE TRANS-

FUSIONS 

VOLUNTEERISM-OUR 

PROGRAM WILL AL-

WAYS BE COMPRISED 

OF COMMUNITY DO-

NORS AND THEIR COM-

MITTED OWNERS.  

THEIR WELFARE AND A 

FUN DONOR EXPERI-

ENCE IS A TOP PRIORITY 

COMMUNITY-WE WILL 

SUPPORT AND COL-

LABORATE WITH OR-

GANIZATIONS THAT 

WORK TO IMPROVE 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

FOR DOGS AND CATS 

IN PUGET SOUND. 

KNOWLEDGE-WE WILL 

EDUCATE THE LOCAL 

PET AND VETERINARY 

COMMUNITY ABOUT 

BLOOD BANKING AND 

TRANSFUSION MEDI-

CINE.  WE WILL SEEK 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

TO LEARN AND BE ON 

THE FOREFRONT OF 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN 

OUR FIELD. 

RELIABILITY-WE WILL 

PROVIDE CONSISTENT 

SERVICE TO DONORS 

AND CLIENTS, AND 

HIGH QUALITY BLOOD 

PRODUCTS THAT ARE 

AVAILABLE WHEN 

NEEDED. 
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Saving Lives One Pint at a Time! 

ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

 ACCES is opening a new hospital! 

 
We are excited to announce the opening 

of a new ACCES satellite clinic.  It is sched-
uled to open in May of this year and will be-
gin as a 24-hour Emergency Clinic only.   

 
· What does this mean for the Blood Bank?   

We will be able to take some Blood Bank 
appointments in the south end for those of 
you who live down in the area!  We are also 
hoping we can draw from a larger pool of 
potential donors and help grow the program. 
So far the schedule hasnôt been worked 

out yet, but keep going to our website and 
checking in to see when weôre up and run-
ning. 

Continued on page 3 
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ACCES Blood Bank Hero Headlines 

pre-existing health concerns and the 
amount of damage to the stomach, Zeus 
made it through surgery and was walk-
ing within a few hours. 
   Jill, Zeusô mom, had this to say about 
the Blood Bank: 
ñI didnôt even know there was such a 

thing as an animal blood 
bank.  The next day, 
while waiting to visit with 
Zeus at ACCES, I over-
heard a pet owner con-
firming an appointment 
for her dog to donate 
blood.  I went up and 
introduced myself to her 
and her gorgeous dog.  I 
told her about what 
hap-

pened to Zeus and 
how he needed to 
receive a blood 
transfusion.  I told 

her that the transfusion helped to save 
his life.  I couldnôt help but cry because I 
felt so thankful for the dogs who donate 
blood to help save so many lives.  Truly, 
a gift of life. 
   Zeus is fully recovered now, and we 
are most thankful for the added time we 
have been given to spend with our very 

special dog.  If it wasnôt for the ani-
mal blood bank, and of course all 
the dog donors, Zeus wouldnôt be 
here today.   The dog donors and their 
people are so generous and loving to 
give the gift of life to an animal in need.  
I wish to express my greatest thanks 
and admiration for dog blood donors and 
their people.  Zeus and I thank you for 
saving his life.ò 

   Zeus is an 8-year-old yellow lab who 
was found by his owners upon returning 
home from work to be in serious dis-
tress, foaming at the mouth, and in a 
great deal of pain.  Upon examination 
by his regular veterinarian at the Ban-
field in Seattle, it was recommended 
that Zeus be taken immediately to AC-
CES.   At ACCES Zeus 
was quickly diagnosed 
with Gastric Dilatation 
and Volvulus, also known 
as bloat. 
   Immediately, Zeus was 
taken to surgery.  The 
surgeon discovered that 
there was more damage 
to his stomach than origi-
nally thought, and a large 
portion needed to be re-
moved.  Because of the 
amount of blood lost dur-
ing surgery, Zeus received transfusions 
of packed red blood cells and fresh fro-
zen plasma from donor Tucker.  While 
the prognosis was guarded due to Zeusô 
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We welcome the newest members of our 
Blood Bank family, and bid farewell to those 
leaving us: 
Hello: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goodbye:  

George Bush 

Abby King 

Duke Beatty-Kauber 
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Many of you may have noticed that our Blood Bank 
Assistant Christina hasnôt been present for your 
blood donations.  Christina has been promoted to 
the position of  Marketing at ACCES and is now in 
charge of creating marketing materials for both the 
Blood Bank and ACCES.  This takes a lot of her 
time and sadly she cannot  do both jobs just now.    
However, she still takes your appointments and 
phone calls, answers all your questions, and is with 
you in spirit.  She wants everyone to know that al-
though she misses seeing our donors and owners, 
she is still around and doing well with her new re-
sponsibilities.   

Get the Newsletter via email  

In an effort to reduce our impact on the planet and to decrease 
postage costs, we will only be sending this newsletter via email in 
the future.  So if you want to keep receiving it, please email us at 
blood@criticalcarevets.com or call 206-364-1660 to be added to 
the list!  You can also view past issues on our BB web page. 

Silver Tomlinson 

Kana Phitts 

Chloe Phitts 

Abagail Phitts 

Tucker Sonia 

Nova Jones 

Petey Kiljanczyk 

Newton Tanner 

Osha Casson 

Vera Wimbush 

Gimmick Hagan 

Pesky  Jim Hagan 

Edgar Tubbesing 

Lilly Anderson 

Elliott Kelley 

Oliver Hoskinson 

Lola Hoskinson 

Devin Nelson 

Samson Sarbu 

Daisy Sarbu 

Squeegie Regier 

Blinker Lawler 

Zeus 

Chilly is one active friend of the blood bank!  He is a 6-year-old 

golden retriever with a pink nose and a strong appetite for liver 

treats.  When heôs not saving lives by donating blood, Chilly works 

hard at freestyle, obedience, agility and field training.  He has been 

a part of the donor program since it was started in 2005 and has 

donated blood 12 times. 

Chilly was chosen as donor of the quarter for his (and his momôs) 

unending support of the Blood Bank.  His mom Sharon, a veteri-

nary technician, dutifully posts blood donor information at Lake 

Forest Park Veterinary Hospital and is always looking for ways to 

get donors in the program.  They have appeared more than once 

on TV for news interviews about the Blood Bank and ACCES, 

Chilly wears his bandanna proudly when he does freestyle and his 

other activities, and most re-

cently Sharon and Chilly do-

nated toys and treats to the 

Blood Bank for other donors 

to enjoy post-donation.   

 

For your love and support 

of the blood bank,  and 

your undying dedication, 

we thank you Chilly! 

Superhero of the Quarter: Chilly Colvin  
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Winter 2010 

Most of you should have received a calendar prior to Christmas.   

If you did not receive a calendar and would like one, just email us at 

blood@criticalcarevets.com.  Calendars are $10 and all proceeds di-

rectly benefit the Blood Bank. 
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Continued from page 1 

               Did you know? 

        Dogs & cats can safely  

donate every 6 weeks-thatôs how  

long it takes the spleen to replace  

the blood lost during donations.  

Also, the spleen holds up to 1 

pint of blood in reserve (for 

dogs)! 

type.  If a B type cat gets even a 

few milliliters of A blood, the reac-

tion can be severe enough that they 

could die. About 94% of cats in the 

Pacific Northwest are type A and 

only 5% are type B.  Less than 1% 

are the extremely rare type AB. 

 

How do you tell what blood type 

my animal has? 

   There are now fast, accurate, 

fairly inexpensive tests to tell the 

DEA 1.1 blood type in dogs and the 

AB blood type in cats.  The test we 

use initially is the Alvedia Quick 

Test.  This test has a strip that has 

antibody bound to it.  When the red 

blood cells diffuse across the strip, 

they bind to the location of the 

antibody.  This antibody-antigen 

reaction shows the blood type. 

   In dogs, there are several other 

antigens that can cause reactions, 

including DEA 3, 5, and 7.  We 

type for these antigens in our do-

nors by sending blood to a com-

mercial laboratory. 

 

Blood types are linked to genetics 

so some breeds are more likely to 

have certain blood types.  Devon 

Rex and British shorthair cats have 

a higher incidence of the rare type 

B cat blood.  Greyhounds, Stafford-

shire terriers, and Irish wolfhounds 

are more likely to be DEA 1.1 

negative while Golden Retrievers 

are more likely to be positive. 

 

What blood types do you need in 

your program? 

   We accept cats that are either A 

or B into our program as both blood 

types are needed. 

   Because not all veterinarians have 

blood typing tests for dogs or the 

ability to cross-match in their hos-

pital, we mainly accept dogs that 

are DEA 1.1,3, 5, and 7 negative 

into our program.  Only about 38% 

o dogs have this group of blood 

types. 
By Beth Davidow, DVM DACVECC 

ACCES Blood Bank Medical Director 

We want to honor 

our donors! 
If you havenôt filled out 

a donor profile form, ask 

for one at your next do-

nation.  Profiles are 

posted online and in the 

hospital so everyone can 

get to know our life-

saving friends. 

Sign up to be a Blood Bank advocate:  

  What you can do: put a BB bandanna on your pet when you go out; pass out brochures; post fliers at your local hotspots and pet places; tell friends,   
    family and acquaintances to sign up; host a talk at your daycare group, breed group, or other pet activity group; attend pet events with us; come in for  
    media interviews; and more! 

  Just call or email us to join the program. 

  Advocates receive a green BB bandanna, and are part of our database to receive newsletters, updates, and information on how you can help! 

Our in-house typing test checks for the DEA 1.1 pro-

tein using a strip with an antibody-antigen reaction 


