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 ACCES Recommended Protocol for Administration of  

Canine Fresh Frozen Plasma 
 

·Fresh Frozen Plasma is plasma frozen within 8 hours of collection, and stored up to one year.  It con-

tains albumin, von Willebrandôs factor, labile (V and VIII) and stable coagulation factors.  Fresh frozen plasma is used to treat 

Hemophilia A and B, von Willebrandôs disease, anticoagulant rodenticide toxicity, pancreatitis, low protein levels, and other 

factor deficiencies. 

·Always know the blood type of your donor and recipient.  ACCES negative universal fresh frozen plasma is the true universal 

blood type ï DEA 1.1, 1.2, 3, 5, and 7 negative.  This blood type 

can be safely given to any other blood type in dogs.  Blood typing 

and cross-matching services are available through ACCES. 

·To administer fresh frozen plasma, it first needs to be thawed 

and brought up to room temperature.  To thaw plasma, first place 

it in a Ziploc bag or equivalent, and then let it thaw in a warm 

water bath, not exceeding 98 degrees Fahrenheit. 

·Once the plasma has thawed completely, it should be hooked 

up to a single spike blood administration set.  This set should 

have a filter on it (pictured right). Appropriate administration sets 

are available through ACCES.  It is important to fill up the filter 

chamber before letting plasma run through the IV line.  To do 

this, close the clamp and spike the plasma bag.  Keeping the 

clamp closed, squeeze the filter chamber repeatedly until it is full 

of plasma.  Then unclamp and let the plasma run through the line.  

It is safe to run plasma through an IV pump, however, it should 

be noted that the filter administration lines are thicker than stan-

dard lines, so the pump may not be calibrated correctly, and the 

amount programmed into the pump may be different than what is 

actually administered. 

·Examine the patient and establish a baseline TPR.  Make sure 

that the IV catheter is patent.  Discontinue any other medications 

and fluids during transfusion administration unless specifically 

told otherwise by your veterinarian.  Also begin a transfusion 

record, including patient information, donor and recipient blood 

types, the donor and unit numbers on the bag, TPRs, and admini-

stration rates during transfusion.  ACCES also has a sample trans-

fusion tracking sheet available. 

·Consult with the attending veterinarian to calculate administra-

tion rates.  Once the plasma has been warmed to room tempera-

ture, it is only good for 4 hours, so plan administration rates ac-

cordingly.  A very slow administration rate should be used ini-

tially, as the patient is closely monitored in the first 15-30 minutes 

of the transfusion for any signs of reaction.  1 ml/kg/hour is a safe 

rate for the first 15 minutes, then titrated to finish within 4 hours.  

In emergent cases it may be necessary to bolus the unit. 

·Once a transfusion has been started, watch the patient care-

fully, especially in the first hour for signs of a transfusion reac-

tion.  Report any vomiting, facial swelling, hives, or changes in 

temperature of more then 1 degree Fahrenheit to the doctor. 

· If you have any questions, please feel free to  

contact ACCES at any time. 

 


