
Specialty Care 

By Those Who Care 

Open 24 hours 

Surgical Services at ACCES Include: 
 

·Orthopedic surgery such as: 

 - patellar luxations 
 - TPLO 

·Soft Tissue surgery such as: 

 -Abdominal exploratory 
 -Oncological surgery 

·Fracture Repair 
·Trauma Stabilization 

·Minimally invasive Laparoscopy 

·Reconstructive Surgery 

·Correction of congenital abnormalities 

·Thoracic surgery 
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 Surgery 

11536 Lake City Way NE  Seattle, WA 98125  ·  www.criticalcarevets.com · 206-364-1660 phone ·  206-364-3667 fax 

Tamara Walker, DVM DACVS 
Dr. Walker believes that compassion and communication, as well as 
surgical skill, are fundamental to providing pets with the best care 
possible. 
 
Dr. Walker graduated from the Western College of Veterinary Medicine in Saska-
toon, Saskatchewan.  She completed an internship at Ontario Veterinary College, 
and completed her surgical residency and Masterôs degree at Washington State 
University.  She worked in Victoria, B.C. in general practice for one year, worked 
as a clinical instructor at Washington State University for one year, and spent 
three years in private referral surgical practice in Portland, Oregon.  In 2005 she 
joined the ACCES team.  Dr. Walker has a special interest in surgical oncology.  
At home, she has one dog named Kali and two cats named Neve and Seuss.  
She loves living in the Pacific Northwest, and enjoys climbing, mountaineering, 
cycling and reading. 

In 1965 the American 
College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (ACVS) was 
founded to set ad-
vanced standards in 
surgery for animals.   
Diplomates of ACVS 
(DACVS) have finished 
a 3 year residency 
training program in soft 
tissue and orthopedic 
surgery and have 
passed a 2 day exami-
nation. 



What is medial patellar luxation? 
This condition is also known as knee cap dislocation.  It most commonly occurs in toy breeds, but can be diag-
nosed in any sized dog.  The patella (knee cap) moves from its correct central position to the inside of the 
knee (known as the stifle in dogs). Depending on how severe this condition is, the patella may either move in 
and out of the correct position, or it may be permanently located in the wrong position.  Some dogs tolerate 
this condition well and are comfortable and minimally affected by it, while others limp or become severely 
lame.  There are two common abnormalities found with this condition.  First, the groove in the femur (thigh 
bone) where the patella sits is too shallow.  Second, the attachment of the patella to the tibia (shin bone) has 
developed on the inside of the leg, instead of the center. (See figures to right.) 
 
Does my dog need surgery? 
Depending on how severely affected your dog is by this condition and how much time the patella spends in the 
wrong location, surgery may be necessary to correct the positioning of the patella so that it  can no longer 
move into the wrong place.  Most dogs do very well with surgery and lead a normal active life afterward. 
 
What happens at surgery? 
After inspecting the inside of the joint to make sure there are no other abnormalities, corrective surgery is per-
formed to fix the patella luxation.  First, the groove in the femur is deepened so that it is more difficult for the 
patella to move out of the groove.  This is called a wedge recession trochleoplasty.  Next, the tibial attachment 
of the patella is moved from the inside of the leg outwards.  This is called a tibial crest transposition.  Small 
pins and wire are used to hold the piece of bone in its new position until it heals there.  ((Please see the AC-
CES website at www.criticalcarevets.com for a link to more information about TPLO surgery). 
 
What is the recovery like? 
It usually takes about 8-12 weeks for the bone to completely heal, and during this time activity restriction is 
very important.  This includes minimal stairs and no running, jumping, or playing with other dogs.  With smaller 
dogs it may be necessary to confine them to a crate or small enclosed area unless they are directly super-
vised.  Activity is usually gradually increased once the bone has healed.  Your dog will be rechecked at 2, 6 
and 12 weeks postoperatively.  Most dogs return to normal activity levels by about 4-5 months after surgery. 
 
ACCES is committed to providing compassionate, ethical, and quality care to our patients using progressive 
medical knowledge and sound judgment.  We strive to understand our clientôs needs and provide consistent 
service with honesty and integrity. 
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