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She loves living in the Pacific Northwest, and enjoys climbing, mountaineering,
cycling and reading.
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Laparoscopy &

What is laparoscopy?
Laparoscopy is a minimally invasive form of surgery that uses a light source, a camera, and narrow instruments to visualize organs and perform surgical proce-
dures using only small incisions into the abdominal or thoracic cavity.

The laparoscope works when the body cavity is distended with carbon dioxide, and the bright light source and camera are inserted into the abdomen through very
small incisions. The internal organs are viewed on a screen monitor. Surgical instruments are passed through additional small abdominal incisions allowing ab-
dominal examination and surgery with minimal trauma to the patient.

What kinds of procedures can be performed with laparoscopy?
One of the most common procedures performed with a laparoscope is an exploratory to evaluate internal organs and to biopsy of areas of concern. A biopsy is a
procedure used to obtain small pieces of tissue to evaluate for disease or cancer, and laparoscopy can be used to aid in the biopsy of almost any abdominal organ.

Other abdominal procedures performed by laparoscopy include: gastropexy (or tacking of the stomach in bloat-prone breeds), gall bladder removal, intestinal for-
eign body removal, spay surgeries, cryptorchid neutering, bladder surgery, and examination of draining tracks and deep wounds. The equipment can also be used
to explore the chest cavity and perform various chest surgeries, including lung lobe biopsy.

What are the advantages to laparoscopy?

Laparoscopy is far less invasive and traumatic than traditional open-abdomen surgery. Because there are no large incisions, the surgical recovery is much faster
than traditional surgery, resulting in less hospital time and stress for the animal. Pain is greatly reduced using laparoscopy, and biopsies of organs and masses can
be visualized and monitored for bleeding and other complications. Also, because of the magnification of the camera, some lesions can be easier to visualize with
laparoscopy. With laparoscopic assisted surgery, the laparoscope is used to identify the area of concern and surgery is done directly through small incisions in the
body wall.

What are the disadvantages to laparoscopy?

Although visualization with the laparoscope is excellent, some abnormalities may be challenging or impossible to assess if they are in a difficult area to visualize
with the camera. It also may be necessary to convert a laparoscopic procedure into an open procedure to remove a mass or have better access to an organ. In
general, however, the advantages of laparoscopy far outweigh the disadvantages

What happens during the procedure?

For Laparoscopic surgery, the patient is anesthetized. Most laparoscopic surgery is performed in an operating room under sterile conditions. The abdomen or
chest is inflated with carbon dioxide through a very small incision, and the laparoscope is inserted into another very small incision. Once the laparoscopic proce-
dure is finished, the carbon dioxide is removed from the abdomen or chest and the small incisions are sutured closed.

What is recovery like?

Recovery is significantly easier following a laparoscopic procedure compared to an open procedure. The patient is given pain medication as needed on recovery
and monitored for pain and complications for several hours to overnight, depending on the procedure. Minimal pain control is usually necessary and most animals
act almost normally the next day. Activity is usually restricted for several days following the procedure to allow the incisions to heal.

ACCES is committed to providing compassionate, ethical, and quality care to our patients using progressive medical knowledge and sound judgment. We strive to
understand our client’'s needs and provide consistent service with honesty
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